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Making a difference to life on the Grid.

Merry Christmas and a happy new year to all residents

on the Grid from the SGRA.

Rhyme and Reason.

To celebrate 30 years of the SGRA, Tina
Thompson, founder member of the SGRA,
has written a poem about the origins of your
residents’ association:-

Early in nineteen hundred and seventy four

I opened my front door

To see houses boarded up opposite me

I was a victim of the Council’s housing policy

As | soon found out

This was going on all about

Sutherland Grove was in a state

I was determined the Grid would not meet this fate

So this is what we did

We delivered leaflets around the Grid
Got a free let at Southfields School
Everything went according to schedule

Lots of people attended that night

We got a committee established alright
Then we passed a resolution

And got ourselves a constitution

We wanted the empty houses let

Sadly this request remained unmet

To stop the area looking blighted

They hung net curtains, we were delighted

Lots of things needed doing

Paving stones needed renewing

We didn’t want developers changing houses to flats
So eventually the Council put paid to that

We could organise a petition

Run the best front garden competition
A silver plate was awarded

The winners name upon it recorded

Coronation Gardens became the venue
For the Southfields Festival, that was new
Entertainment, stalls, a competition tent
A really exciting annual event

Then there came Christmas time

We treated the Kids to pantomime

And in the Summer if you were an OAP
A coach outing down to the sea

The police asked us one day

to get a Neighbourhood Watch underway
The largest in the borough ever tried
Their success cannot be denied

I hope you like my poem for this edition
Thank you for carrying on the Grid tradition
Of the Association that | started

I'm sorry | have now departed

Dates for your Diary...

Tuesday 21st December
"Christmas carol singing"
From 5-30 pm the SGRA
choir will be singing
Christmas Carols outside
Southfields Underground
Station. We will be
collecting money for

St George’s Hospital Special
Appeal, so please give
generously.

Saturday 19th March 2005
“Golden Oldies” Party

3.00pm - 6.00pm

St Barnabas Church Hall,
Lavenham Road. A chance to
entertain the Grid’s senior
citizens for whom the party is
free of charge. Live
entertainment by the
Mayfielders and special guest,
Eddy Byles, who will again be
kindly singing for us.
Includes: popular songs, solo

items, comic turns and raffle.
Food and refreshments
provided. This ever popular
event for older people on the
Grid is one of the highlights
of the year. If anyone requires
a lift to this event, please
contact your SGRA street rep
- names on front of the
newsletter. We have moved
this event from January to
March to avoid the bad
weather sometimes
experienced in winter.

SGRA committee...

Chair:

Mike Caswell

Deputy Chair:
Mark Page

Secretary:
Gill Watmough

Treasurer:

Carol Gray

Street Representatives.

Astonville Street
Maurice at 478 Merton Road

Brookwood Road
James & Mark at 91

Clonmore Street
Nick Steiner at 116

Elborough Street
Mike Caswell at 96

Elsenham Street
Eddie Lewis at 4 Lavenham Road

Engadine Street
Jack & Doreen Gray at 33

Hanford Close vacant

Heythorp Street
Neil Robson at 119

Lavenham Road
Mark Davie at 155 Clonmore Street

Merton Road vacant

Replingham Road
Annie Gossard at 67

Revelstoke Road
Chris Wright at 190

Trentham Street
Mark Page at 133
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SMILE PLEASE

A big welcome to
Wimbledon Park Dental
Surgery which has recently
opened on the Grid. A new
dental surgery offering NHS
as well as private care is,
these days, a rare
occurrence and is a much
needed service in
Southfields. The address is
126 Revelstoke Road,
Southfields, telephone
number 020 8879 1111.

Local History

Roomy Villas, Neil Robson’s highly successful
history of Southfields Grid and its surroundings
has been reprinted and is available once again
from The Golden Treasury, 27 Replingham
Road and The Wandsworth Museum,

11 Garratt Lane. An ideal Christmas gift for
friends and neighbours. Price £6.

The new issue of The Wandsworth Historian
contains a fascinating article about the building
of the first houses in Elsenham Street in around
1894. It also carries a short item about
Southfields Baptist Church, together with an
evocative photo taken outside the building in the
1950s. Available from Wandsworth Museum,
11 Garratt Lane. Price £2.50.

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER -

SOUTHFIELDS DISTRICT

New Club at
St Barnabas

If you are free on a
Wednesday afternoon
in the new year and
fancy a chat - do pop
down to St Barnabas
Parish Centre in
Lavenham Road. We are
opening a drop-in
group for older people,
where you can get
refreshments. The club
will be open from 2pm
to 4 pm in the main
hall. We would
welcome ideas for
activities in the future,
and if you are a pianist
who likes to play the
old tunes you will be
doubly welcome.

The club opens on
Wednesday 12th

January and will be
open on Wednesdays
after that.

So do drop by.

For further details speak
to Margaret Brett on
020 8870 5364.

This year’s service has been compiled by the women of Poland and takes place
on Friday 4th March 2005 at St Luke’s Church, Ryfold Road, Wimbledon Park
at 11-30 am followed by a light lunch and at Southfields Methodist Church,
Durnsford Road at 7-30pm. This is an ecumenical meeting with involvement
from the churches of St Barnabas, St Michaels, St Lukes, Southfields Baptist,
Southfields Methodist and Christ the King RC. Everyone welcome.

Celebrating Christmas One Hundred Years Ago by Neil Robson

A hundred years ago,
Southfields Grid was still in
its formative stage. The
final houses were yet to be
built, and a network of
social activities was barely
off the ground. So how did
people entertain
themselves over Christmas
in 1904? At the end of
November that year, the
evening class students at
Merton Road (now
Riversdale) School held a
‘Cinderella’ up at the old
Town Hall on Wandsworth
High Street. They hired an
orchestra, arranged a
programme of dances,
invited their friends and

the function was
pronounced a great
success. Three weeks later,
they received their end-of-
term prizes at the school.
Before the ceremony, the
choir performed a number
of songs with titles such as
‘Drink to me only with
thine eyes’ and ‘See our
oars with feathered spray’.
After they had finished, the
Dramatic Literature Class
presented a scene from
The Merchant of Venice,
which was enthusiastically
applauded.

St Barnabas did not yet
exist, but churchgoers may

well have worshipped at
St Michael’s. Perhaps they
went to the free musical
entertainment held in the
church’s hall on the corner
of Brathway Road. The
songs and orchestral
selections that December
evening ended with ‘three
rousing cheers...given
most heartily’.

But Christmas 1904 was
a miserable affair. Days of
dense fog — one of
‘London’s finest’ — gave
way to damp, muggy
weather, and the
unsurfaced roads were
practically seas of mud.

The 25th fell on a Sunday,
resulting in a strange
three-day break, which had
an unsettling effect. The
streets were deserted; the
shops closed until the
Wednesday, and most
people spent the holiday
indoors. As the editor of
the Borough News wrote
at end of the year,
‘Altogether it was rather a
dull Christmas.” Oh dear.

Source:

Wandsworth Borough
News / Wandsworth
Local History Service,
Battersea Library
(020 8871 7753)




ELSENHAM TO ELSENHAM

On 4th September, a beautiful hot day, 35 residents
of Elsenham Street travelled by coach to Elsenham
in Essex - the village that gave the street its name.
Organised by John Wilson, supported by his wife
Lesley, the purpose of the outing was for town
dwellers to connect with their country counterparts,
as well as get to know other Elsenham street
residents. We set off at 10am and the first part of
the day’s entertainment was a quiz, initially about
items of local interest, then about landmarks along
the route.

On arrival in Elsenham, we were greeted at the
Crown Inn by the Chairman and Deputy of the
Parish Council and, after exchanging gifts, were
treated to an interesting talk by three staff from the
local Molton Brown cosmetics factory. Elsenham
Quality Foods - a company long associated with
Elsenham village - also provided an array of
products for purchase.

After buffet lunch, it was time to head for nearby
Mountfitchet Castle and the House on the Hill Toy
Museum which, despite the intense heat were
enjoyed by one and all. On next to the Elsenham
Stud and a highly informative talk from the
manager about the daily workings of a multi-million
pound operation, as well as an opportunity to meet
a champion stallion at close quarters. After visiting
the Norman church, it was time for our return
journey, this time with a quiz close to John’s heart -
on films. Lastly came the raffle before arriving back
in Southfields at 8pm, everyone having had a
thoroughly enjoyable day.

Many thanks are due to the SGRA for their
generous part-sponsorship as well as all the
local businesses who generously contributed
raffle prizes.

What next | hear you ask? There's always the
picturesque town of Lavenham to consider!

First, some good news for those who live in or walk
along Clonmore Street. The relaying of the
pavements along the entire length of this street,
which has been put on hold since March because of
more urgent work in other parts of Wandsworth, will
soon be going ahead, following a bit of prompting
from Richard. Wandsworth Council will be writing
again soon to everyone in Clonmore Street with
more details about the work, and contractors should
be starting work in late November/early December,
weather permitting.

Second, the Council has agreed to create a new
pedestrian crossing point on Merton Road, after
consulting Merton Road residents and finding
overwhelming support for our request for
somewhere safe to cross this busy stretch of main
road. The new pedestrian refuge island will be placed
near the bus stop outside St. Barnabas Church at the
end of Lavenham Road. Hopefully bus passengers,

Getting things done

age from the Councillors for Southfields Ward: Jan Leigh, Simon Roberts and Richard Vi

commuters and visitors to King George’s Park will all
find it both safer and easier to cross Merton Road in
future.

Finally, the Council is proposing to fit four closed-
circuit television (CCTV) cameras in the centre of
Southfields that would be monitored continuously by
Police and Council officers in the Council’'s CCTV
control room. The cameras would be placed near
Southfields Post Office and outside Wimbledon Park
Court in Wimbledon Park Road, and outside Boots
and Oxfam in Replingham Road. The Council is
consulting residents and businesses closest to these
locations, and if there are no serious objections the
cameras will surely help make the centre of
Southfields a safer — and a safer-looking — place.
Watch this space!

jleigh@wandsworth.gov.uk

simonroberts@wandsworth.gov.uk

rvivian@wandsworth.gov.uk

Welcome to the many new residents who have recently
moved to the Grid. This newsletter is produced by
Southfields Grid Residents’ Association (SGRA) which is a
non-religious, non-political group of volunteers whose
purpose is to improve life on the Grid. We meet on the last
Tuesday of each month (except August and December) at
8pm in St Barnabas Church Hall, Lavenham Road, where all

Grid residents are welcome. We have regular contact with
our MP, Councillors, police force, transport companies, local
schools and businesses etc as well as organising social
events. We strive to maintain the strong sense of
community in the area so if you have any suggestions or
feel you can contribute in any way, please contact your
SGRA street rep or a committee member.




Crime on the Grid B

The following are the crime figures, kindly supplied by PC Stephen Rogers,
for the period 26th July 2004 to 26th October 2004.

Astonville Street

from the Editor

- Theft from motor vehicle (3), Theft of motor vehicle (1).

Brookwood Road - Theft (1), Burglary (1), Theft of motor vehicle (1), Assault (1).

Clonmore Street
Elborough Street
Elsenham Street
Engadine Street
Heythorp Street
Lavenham Road
Replingham Road

- Robbery (1).

- Criminal damage (1).
Burglary (1), Theft (1) .

- Criminal damage to motor vehicle (1)
- Theft from motor vehicle (2), Robbery (1), Burglary (1).
- Burglary (1), Criminal damage (1).

Burglary (1), Criminal damage to motor vehicle (2), Shoplifting (4), Theft (2),

Burglary non residential (1), Criminal damage to property (3), Assault (1).

Revelstoke Road
Trentham Street

Theft of motor vehicle (1).

Burglary (1), Theft from motor vehicle (2), Theft of motor vehicle (1)

Although there has been a relatively low incidence of crime over the last 3 months, a very disturbing robbery
involving a knife occurred on the Grid recently. We have been asked to advise residents to be vigilant and try to
avoid using and displaying mobile phones as you leave the Underground station, as this attracts robbers who
observe the exits. If you are travelling home at night, please be aware of your surroundings and who may be in

your immediate vicinity.

Riversdale School, with its distinctive building on the
edge of the Southfields Grid, has prepared thousands of
children of local families for their secondary education
and adult life since it was built in 1895. Parents of
young children coming up to school age will now be
thinking about which school to send them to next
September, and we hope they will consider Riversdale.

We pride ourselves on running a very “child-friendly”
school in a caring environment with a strong sense of
inclusion. But we also set high standards of behaviour
and expect high levels of attainment by our pupils,
based on a strong work ethic.\We try to offer an
exciting, challenging curriculum featuring regular trips
out of school — you may well have seen groups of our
pupils out and about, dressed in the turquoise tops
bearing the school badge that characterise our uniform.

Our high staff to pupil ratio across the school helps
give children the opportunity to excel in a variety of
fields.We track the performance of gifted and talented
pupils under the Government’s Excellence In Cities
Initiative to ensure that they achieve their full potential.
We introduce all pupils to a foreign language in Years
5 and 6 (the upper years of Key Stage 2).We give all
pupils the chance to excel in a variety of non-core
subjects by offering expert tuition in activities such as
singing and African drumming.

We have a full sports programme, both in lesson time
and outside. The school playground has a football pitch

The Grid’s local school

By Christina Piombo, Head Teacher, Riversdale Primary School

with a safe, all-weather playing surface, and for other
sports we are fortunate to be able to use the excellent
facilities nearby at Southfields Community College.
We are one of very few primary schools that have their
own indoor swimming tank. All pupils have regular
swimming sessions — once a week for those between
the ages of 5 and 8. This means that we can meet the
statutory requirement for swimming tuition without
needing to leave the school site.

Other activities include a weekly Homework Club
and a number of other after-school clubs, not just for
curriculum subjects such as information and
communication technology (ICT) but also for arts,
sports and music. And for children whose parents have
heavy work or study commitments we run a daily
Breakfast Club that opens at 8 am and an after-school
care scheme that continues till 6 pm.

Our Nursery and Reception classes will be
performing their Christmas show on Thursday
December 9 at 10 am and again at 2 pm, and we would
very much welcome prospective parents to come to
either performance with their children and see our
school at first hand. If you cannot come then, you
would be welcome to come on any other Thursday
morning during term time, on our Open Day in
January, or at another time by arrangement. Please
telephone the school office on 8874 6904 to make an
appointment. We look forward to meeting you!




MOWERSURE

HiLLSIDE CARPETS

Garden Machinery & Chainsaw Service

and Sales
Open: Monday-Friday 08.00-5.00

76 Brookwood Road
10% discount on servicing in
November & December

Telephone & Fax: 020 8874 8939

Family run business established 1990
32 Replingham Road

Southfields SW18.
Free in-house estimating and measuring service
Also Hillside Cleaning
24 hr carpet cleaning service, window cleaning and
scotch guarding

Freephone 0500 700880, 24hr 07900 802007

KeEw GARDENER
366 Merton Road Southfields
Telephone: 020 8874 9962

THE FINEST QUALITY CHRISTMAS TREES

We also stock seasoned logs, Christmas tree
stands and a range of wreaths.

Lavenham Mini Market

For your local services visit
our store at 131 Lavenham
Road
Newsagents
Services for deliveries,
groceries and greengrocery

London Pass Agent
Selling travelcards,
buspasses
(monthly, weekly, daily etc)
We are open from:
Monday to Saturday

Off Licence 6am-9pm
A wide variety of beers wines Sunday
and spirits 7am-6pm

ZENITH DRy CLEANERS & LAUNDERERS

Specialists in Same Day fully hand finished dry cleaning without
extra charge. Silk, Ball Dresses & Wedding Dresses, Curtains,
Blankets, Setee Loose Covers, Duvets & Pillows, Bed Linens,
Hand finished Starch Shirt Service.

Invisible mending repair, and alteration
Deluxe Dry Cleaning Service.

203 Replingham Road, London SW18 5LY
Telephone: 020 8874 8651

Please Note: Plenty of parking at the corner of Pirbright Road
Junction and Replingham Road

With their combined
experience of 24 years
in the soft furnishing
trade Jacky and Nick

~ |Crompton-Meehan

! |are truly specialists in
their field.

They hold the largest
collection of designer
named pattern books
in the area, such as:
Anna French, Designer’s
Guild, Oshorne & Little,
Zoffany and many

| others.

" |Whether you require
curtains wallpapers,
upholstery or loose
covers they shall be
happy to help you.

11-13 Revelstoke
Road, London
SW18 5NJ

020 8947 6225

&

VILLAGE BUTCHERS

Established 2003 @

Now taking orders for Christmas fayre
including Bramble Farm free range,

Norfolk Bronze Turkeys.

A variety of fruit cakes, stuffings, home-
made sausages, Scotch beef and lamb.

=
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Telephone: 020 8488 5106 'ﬁs%};
14 Replingham Road, Southfields SW18 5LS TEE
www.paulandson.co.uk

OAKLEY LOCKSMITHS

LIMITED

r

r

r

11 Brookwood Road

JOINERY Southfields London
LOCKSMITHS SWI8 5BL

Door CLOSERS Telephone: 020 8871 1238
CARPENTRY Fax: 020 8875 1416

« SOUTHFTELDS OSTEOTATHIC PRACTICE »
Emma K. Foole D

Linda Goddard BSc {oms) (st
Alexander Irving B5¢ (Hons) Chst

020 8870 0822
21 Keplingham Read 5W168 5LT
mmmm[umﬁpmhvmnk
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SOUTHFIELDS

| am a local painter and decorator based in the Southfields

DECORATING SERVICES

Grid, providing an efficient and quality service to local
residents at reasonable prices.
Excellent references available.To discuss your decorating
requirements, interior or exterior, and to arrange a free
guotation, please call Nigel Plumbe:

(H) 020 8871 9687 (M) 07939 310292

60 Engadine Street, Southfields, London SW18 5DA

For articles please contact the Editor: Mark Page at 133 Trentham Street or Mike Caswell

Printed by: Ml Associates 01883 343882




Absolute Lofts
South-West London’s
Premier Loft Conversion Company

Absolute Lofts offer an exclusive custom-made package to cater for their
client’s individual requirements.

Having a fully integrated professional team of in-house architects, engineers,
interior designers, project managers and nineteen dedicated construction
crews, allows Absolute lofts to offer a unique and stylised utilisation of your
loft space.

For specialist advice and a complimentary consultation please call free on

4
Ly
R

0800 24 30 48

f
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-
-
www.absolute-lofts.com
absolute.lofts@btinternet.com
119® Putney High Street SW15 1SE

10 YEAR GUARANTEE

PARTY WALL SURVEYORS

Vincent-Brown & Associates are an established firm of professional
party wall surveyors, experts in work involving loft conversions. If you, or
your neighbour are planning to undertake a loft conversion shortly then
let us streamline the party wall procedure for you.

® The latest surveying techniques including ultrasonic crack detection.
e Flat rate competitive pricing.
® A dedicated free-advice line.

Telephone or e-mail for further information:
e.info@vincent-brown.co.uk t.07976 069983 or 0870 4429707

CCLU

Your convenience store and off-licence. A wide selection
of beers, wine & spirits, groceries, phonecards, stamps,
Lottery, fax, photocopying, Western-Union money transfer.

VIDEO CLUB - free membership, £3.00 per night.
Happy hour everyday 5pm-6pm all videos half price
(rent 2 videos, get 3rd free)

Open 7 days a week, 10am-10pm
200 Revelstoke Road, Southfields SW18 5WW
020 8946 6285

Local friendly independent opticians for all the
family.
Contact Lenses. Excellent frame range. Sports vision specialists.

15, Replingham Road, Southfields
Telephone: 020 8874 5511
Fax: 020 8870 9744
email: sportsvis@aol.com
www.visioninsport.co.uk

OPTICIANS
VISION WITH STYLE

35 REPLINGHAM ROAD, SOUTHFIELDS, LONDON SW18 5L.T
TELEPHONE: 020 8874 1001 020 8874 5210

MCC PROMOTIONS LTD

Sport and music promotion,
management and consultancy.
Five-a-side football
Company golf days
Tennis league (catering for all playing standards)
Entertainment agency
Sporting dinners
For further details: Mark Caswell
tel. 020 8874 6715 mobile. 0797 783 1519
fax. 020 8877 1173

THE DELICIOUS DELI

Light snacks also available:
Paninis, sandwiches, hot soups,
tea and coffee.
Catering services also
available.

<

We have a selection
of speciality cheeses,
cold meats and
salamis, olives and
other foreign foods
to choose from.

38 Replingham Road,
Southfields SW18 5LR
Telephone: 020 8874 2138

SOUTHFIELDS
SPENCER CHILDS

BSc(Hons), MChs, SRCh

FOoOT CARE

State Registered Chiropodist/Podiatrist

37 Replingham Road
Southfields SW18 5LT
Telephone: 020 8870 3742

Established 1990

PLUM ‘*‘if* LETTINGS

Specialists in Residential Property

Management
For a friendly efficient service covering: Southfields,Wimbledon

Wandsworth and surrounding areas
Tel: 020 8875 0333

Fax: 020 8871 2270

www.plumlettings.co.uk
130 Brookwood Road Southfields SW18 5DD




